
Lesson 1 

Title: Reducing embarrassment in pronunciation teaching  

Time frame: 1 hour  

Number of participants: Ideally between 5 to 15 participants 

Learning outcomes:  

1. To understand what role does pronunciation play in language learning 
2. To understand what is the goal of teaching pronunciation 

3. To identify what aspects of pronunciation do teachers need to teach  

4. How teachers can help the students to practise pronunciation 

Lesson structure:  

Introduction  
 

 
INTRODUCTORY SLIDE 
 
This session’s introduction is a video from “Friends” where Phoebe helps Joey prepare for an audition 
by teaching him how to speak. Joey does not progress well and just speaks gibberish, thinking he's 
doing a great job. 
This video is just a funny way to engage in the subject and reflect about how important the ability 
to have good pronunciation is. 
First, show the video to the participants, then engage in the discussion questions posed 
afterwards. 
The 3 questions  invite participants to identify  skills, feelings that both the learner and the teacher 
have or are missing and to share some personal experience or challenges in learning / teaching a 
language.  
 



 
SLIDE 4  
 

Content 
 
The next slides invites us to discover which are the main aspects of pronunciation and emotional 
barriers while learning / speaking a foreign language. Slides 6 to 9 invites us to analyse the factors 
affecting pronunciation learning and understand how students feel  sometimes when they are not 
able to have a good pronunciation of some particular sounds or words.  
 
In Slide 6 there are 3 aspects of pronunciation  which can influence or create difficulties in speaking 
in a new language, which can be translated in the aspect of  “comfortable intelligibility” (Slide 7) 
 

 
SLIDE 6 
 



 

 
SLIDE 7 
Slides 8 and 9 present feelings and fears that adult learners might have when learning a foreign 
language. 

 
SLIDE 8 



 
SLIDE 9 
Slides 10 and 11 propose some strategies on how to  improve  students pronunciation.  
 
 

 
SLIDE 9  



 
SLIDE 10 
Finally slide 12 and 13 presents some factors affecting pronunciation learning and some advice 
that teachers can give to students in order to be more confident in their learning. 

 
SLIDE 11 



 
SLIDE 12 
 

Sample activities  
 
The slides number 15,16,17  present a list of activities in order to teach better pronunciation. 
The 3 activities we have developed (Culture project, Shoot yourself in the foot, Debates ) are used to 
encourage learners to focus on speaking.  
Slide 15, Culture project invites students to research norms, beliefs and values within a topic using 
the target language.  The activity from Slide 16 requires first a short explanation of this idiom and 
invites students to share a personal experience when the student shot themselves in the foot. The 
activity Debates from Slide 17 invites students to express opinions and defend a point of view.  

 
SLIDE 15 



 
SLIDE 16  

 
SLIDE 17 
 

Conclusion 
Slide 17 invites participants to reflect  on the presentation and the themes within by asking questions 
to encourage discussion about the activities teachers can do in order to reduce embarrassment and 
propose concrete activities for  creating comfort in class  while learning a foreign language. 



 
SLIDE 18 
 

Bibliography and resources for further learning  

 
SLIDE 19 
 



 
SLIDE 20 
 

 

Notes for the facilitator:  

These notes should address both online and face-to-face formats.  

Note that pronunciation work has traditionally taken a secondary role in language teaching to work 

on grammar and more recently lexis. The teachers should do some personal researchers to find 

materials to teach pronunciation because   firstly, of the lack of clear guidelines and rules available in 

course books, and secondly the fact that isolated exercises once a month do not seem to have much of 

an effect. 


